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erecting temporary fencing or plywood hoarding, establishing buffer 
zones, issuing instructions to construction crews to avoid identified 
features, etc. No permanent adverse direct or indirect impacts are 
anticipated for any identified attributes of the subject property at 2879 
Riverside Drive East if suitable avoidance and mitigation measures are 
employed. 

2. Vibration during construction may impact the subject property as a 
result of its location within 50 metres of construction and staging 
activities. To ensure the subject property is not adversely impacted, a 
baseline vibration assessment should be undertaken as early as possible 
during detail design or during the Site Plan Approval process. As 
vibration assessment is anticipated to be completed during the Site Plan 
Approval process, this recommendation is expected to be fulfilled by the 
proponent. 

3. This report should be submitted to the City of Windsor and the Ministry 
of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (M.C.M.) for review and comment, 
and any other local heritage stakeholders that may have an interest in 
this project. The final report should be submitted to the M.C.M., City of 
Windsor, and history holdings of the City of Windsor Library for their 
records. 
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Figure 1: Location of the subject property at 2870 Riverside Drive East in the City 
of Windsor (Base Map: ©OpenStreetMap and contributors, Creative Commons-
Share Alike License (CC-BY-SA)) 

 

Figure 2: North and west elevations of the church on the subject property 
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the subject property on the south side of what is now known as Riverside Drive, 
with a Distillery and the Detroit River across the road, the small community of 
Walkerville to the west, and a railway corridor to the south. Only the 1881 map 
depicts a residence on the Drouillard property, and it appears to be located on 
the same spot as the church ultimately gets built on years later.  

 
Figure 3: The subject property overlaid on the 1877 Map of Essex County 
(Walling, 1877) 
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intersection of Drouillard Road and Seminole Street (Ford City Arts & Heritage 
Festival, 2015).  

Our Lady of the Lake Church was gutted by a fire on 18 March 1907 (Figure 5). 

 
Figure 5: The charred remains of Our Lady of the Lake Church, March 18, 1907 
(Kristy, 2014)  

In the wake of the fire, and with plans to rebuild likely underway, Lucy and Julia 
Drouillard sold the easterly 30 feet of Lots 1, 2, and 3 on Plan 487 to the Roman 
Catholic Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese of London in August 1907 
(O.L.R.A., n.d.b). A new church was constructed at the same location as its 
predecessor in 1907-08. The cornerstone was laid 27 October 1907 though it 
was not complete until the following year (Figure 6) (Whipp, 2002).  
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Figure 9: Roman Catholic Churches of the Border Cities, Ont., 
Canada, 1924, with Our Lady of the Rosary Church in upper left 
(Souvenir Folder of the Border Cities, 1924b)  

 
Figure 10: Ford Motor Company of Canada postcard, with Our Lady 
of the Rosary Church at far left, 1924 (Souvenir Folder of the Border 
Cities, 1924a)  
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flourished, growing to approximately 3,000 people by the time he left in 1942 
(Hill, 2015).  

The 1923/1931 topographic map (Figure 12) depicts the church amidst an 
industrial and residential context along Riverside Drive in Walkerville. The 
Detroit River is located to the north and a railway corridor with a 
southeast/northwest orientation runs to the south. 

 
Figure 12: The subject property overlaid on the 1923 City of 
Windsor and the 1931 Belle River topographic map (Department of 
Militia and Defence, 1923; Department of National Defence, 1931). 

In the 1950s, the area around the church continued to be developed. The 1954 
aerial photograph (Figure 13) shows significant urban-industrial growth 
surrounding the church, with much of it tied to auto manufacturing. Adjacent to 
the church was the Ford City Town Hall (later known as the East Windsor City 
Hall) which was derelict, but still standing, in 1960 (Figure 14).  
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Figure 13: The subject property overlaid on the 1954 aerial photograph (Hunting 
Survey Corporation Limited, 1954) 

 
Figure 14: Ford City Town Hall (right) and Our Lady of 
the Lake Church (left), 1960 (Walkerville Times 
Collection, 1960) 
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Figure 16: Location of the subject property at 2879 Riverside Drive East3

 
3 Note that Cadillac Street to the east of the subject property is alternately depicted as Henry Ford Centre Drive in this map. This 
report describes it as Cadillac Street in all other cases. 
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gable roof. The north (main) elevation of the structure features the gable end 
with a rose window at centre and a circular vent at the gable peak. The roofline 
features overhanging eaves with dentillated fascia, painted white to contrast 
with the dark brown brick of the walls. The main entrance of the church is 
accessed by an ornate curving stone Renaissance style staircase on the north 
elevation. The staircase features concrete railings with turned balusters, and an 
elevated curved balcony at the centre in front of the doorway. The main 
entrance is at the centre of the elevation, and features two wooden doors 
topped with a curved transom with five lights. The entranceway includes a door 
surround featuring large stone columns and topped with a curving pediment. 
Two small windows with segmental brick arch lintels flank the main entrance at 
ground level. 

The main entrance on the north elevation is flanked on both sides by prominent 
two-storey towers with pediments and topped with hexagonal belfries. The 
towers each feature a doorway on the main floor and a stained-glass window on 
the second floor, which are separated by a band course of projecting stone. The 
belfries have copper roofs, and feature white segmental brick arches resting on 
brown brick columns. The towers are primarily constructed of brown brick with 
white brick accents on the corners which project slightly and have straight edges 
on the second floor above a projecting band and which have quoins on the main 
floor. 

The east elevation, fronting on Cadillac Street, is a single storey with the 
basement projecting slightly above grade. The main floor walls are made of 
brown brick with white brick detailing, and the basement is cut limestone. The 
main floor is divided into six evenly spaced bays, with white brick pilasters 
delineating the northern bays and an exterior white brick chimney delineating 
the southernmost bay. Each bay features paired rounded stained-glass windows 
with segmental arch white brick lintels and stone sill. The basement is cut 
limestone blocks and features two rectangular windows with stone or concrete 
lintels under each bay, each of which is aligned under a main floor window. The 
west elevation is similar to the east, however it lacks the exterior brick chimney 
at the southern bay. 
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Plate 1: The north elevation of the former church, looking south (A.S.I. 2023) 
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Plate 2: Renaissance style staircase on the north elevation leading to the main 
entrance, looking south (A.S.I. 2023) 
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Plate 3: Oblique view of the north elevation, with Riverside Drive East at left, 
looking southeast (A.S.I. 2023) 

 

Plate 4: Oblique view of the north elevation and a portion of the east elevation, 
with Riverside Drive East at right, looking west (A.S.I. 2023) 
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Plate 5: Oblique view of north and west elevations, looking southeast (A.S.I. 
2023) 

 

Plate 6: East elevation, with southern addition at far left, looking west (A.S.I. 
2023) 
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Plate 7: Oblique view of the east elevation, with southern addition at far left, 
looking southwest (A.S.I. 2023) 

 

Plate 8: East elevation, with stone block foundation and evenly-spaced bays 
bound by pillasters, looking west (A.S.I. 2023) 
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