
 

Meeting Minutes 

Public Community Meeting: Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Proposed Energy Projects – East Windsor Co-generation Centre, Windsor 

(This meeting was held on-line) 
 

Session 1 

The meeting began at 5:35pm. Jay Shukin noted that the purpose of the meeting was to provide 

information on the proposed energy projects at the East Windsor Co-generation Centre (“EWC”): either 

a Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) of up to 40 megawatts (“MW”) or natural gas generation of up 

to 100 MW.  

This will be the first of two sessions on the projects, the second being held at 7:00pm for those unable 

to attend this session. 

A territorial acknowledgement was given, noting that we operate within the traditional territory of the 

Three Fires Confederacy of First Nations, which includes the Ojibwa, the Odawa, and the Potawatomie. 

The Capital Power project team was introduced: 

• Wil Danek (project lead) 

• Matthew Bitzer (EWC plant manager) 

• Sandy Fleming (engineering lead) 

• Lawrence Nasen (environmental lead) 

• Nigel Taylor (SLR Consulting) 

• Kara Hearne (SLR Consulting) 

 

Background was provided on Capital Power and its operation in Windsor. 

 

Wil Danek provided background on Project related matters: 

• The Project comes in response to the growing demand for electricity in Ontario. 

• The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) is seeking 4,000 MW of new capacity to address 

the anticipated shortfall. Capital Power anticipates bidding the Project into this process. 

• Information was provided on the anticipated demand for more electricity in the area West of 

London, including Windsor. 

• Background was provided on BESS facilities and natural gas generation. Wil noted that the IESO is 

recommending procurement of a limited amount of gas-fired generation to help fuel the energy 

transition and maintain reliability. 

 

Wil provided background on the BESS facility under consideration for the EWC site: 

• The BESS would provide up to 40 MW of output for up to 4-hours. 

• Would be built within the existing footprint of the existing facility.  



 

• An enclosure wall would be built to reduce noise. 

• No air emissions will result from the project. 

• A site map/aerial photo was presented showing the proposed facility location, the proposed 

transformer, the point of interconnection and the existing transmission line. 

 

Wil provided background on the additional natural gas facility under consideration for the EWC site: 

• Proposing two LM6000 simple cycle gas turbines to provide up to 100 MW of power. 

• The units would be located within a new building enclosure within the existing EWC site. 

• Turbines will be hydrogen capable. 

• A site map/aerial photo was presented showing the proposed facility location, the proposed 

transformer, the point of interconnection and the existing transmission line. 

 

The environmental approval process was discussed. It’s expected that approvals will be required from 

both the provincial government and City. 

 

The anticipated timeline was discussed. IESO requires the project to be in commercial operation by May 

2025. 

 

Contact information for Capital Power was provided should stakeholders have further questions about 

the Project. 

 

Question and Answer for Session 1 

[The session was attended by a staff member of the City of Windsor and a representative of the Three 

Fires Confederacy.] 

 

Session 1 

Question and Answers  

Question: Capital Power was asked about the hydrogen strategies at the various levels of government, 

and if the infrastructure is coming for blending up to 30% hydrogen with gas. Does Capital Power have 

an idea when it may see the supply of hydrogen able to reach that 30%? 

Answer: The percentages mentioned are related to the equipment capability. The turbine equipment 

being purchased is capable of using a certain amount of hydrogen as fuel, but it would be up the local 

pipeline operator (Enbridge) to provide the hydrogen transmission infrastructure to the site. Hydrogen 

would need to be produced somewhere else in Ontario and piped to the site. This process is still in the 

early stages and there is no definitive timeline on when we would expect to start receiving hydrogen to 

the facility. Capital Power is very much committed to carbon reduction so once hydrogen is available at 

the site this is something we would work to implement.  

 

 



 
Comment from the City Official: The official noted her position as the Community Energy Plan 

Administrator with the City of Windsor and wanted to add a comment: she did not foresee the 

installation of additional infrastructure in the City, but rather that the local pipeline operator would use 

the existing natural gas pipelines to deliver the mix of hydrogen or other renewable natural gas.  

 

Question: Have the results of the deliverability tests been received for this site and what are the results 

for both project options? [Note to Reader: “deliverability tests” refers to transmission capacity in the 

region, i.e. the ability to interconnect new facilities to the provincial power grid]. 

Answer: The results of the deliverability tests have been received and they are favorable for each of the 

project options. 

 

Question: Is an archaeological assessment required for either of the project sites? 

Answer: Archaeology and cultural heritage will be assessed in the future Environmental Assessment, 

however, it should be noted that the location where the project is proposed was historically a row of 

residential homes that have since been removed, so the site is considered to be previously disturbed. 

 

Question: With the facility now being considered for simple cycle natural gas turbines, are there any 

opportunities to use the steam or capture heat production to operate more as a cogeneration facility 

again? 

Answer: Capital Power did search for a steam host but were unable to find a suitable candidate, which 

led to the move to simple cycle units. Capital Power would respond to viable opportunities for steam 

production if these appeared. 

 
Question: Do you feel that LG taking pause on the Stellantis plant is due to the electricity constraints or 

the availability of gas for the plant? 

Answer: There are many variables that go into such a decision and Capital Power is not in a position to 

comment on another company’s investment process. Specific to Capital Power’s proposed projects, it’s 

not possible to say whether either would be the answer, however, we believe that new generation from 

our facility would certainly help the situation.  

 

Question: What are the key differences in the regulatory processes between the two projects with 

respect to timelines, documentation, review times? 

Answer: Both projects would follow a streamlined environmental assessment (EA) process under the 

Environmental Assessment Act. We’re anticipating both projects to be subject to the environmental 

screening process for electricity projects in Ontario, however there is still discussion on the regulatory 



 
process for batteries as these are new technologies. The general EA process itself would be the same, 

with similar types of studies. However, getting into the assessment of potential effects and development 

of mitigation measures, we will need to take a closer look and differentiate between the two projects.  

In terms of the length of process it will likely be similar between both projects but will also be 

dependent on the engagement process with regulators, local residents and Indigenous communities. 

The outcome of the input received from those groups would feed into the studies being conducted and 

the impact assessment.  

 

Question: Would it be Capital Power’s intention to work alongside Indigenous communities to develop 

valued ecosystem components? 

Answer: Capital Power has experience working with Indigenous communities throughout Canada. We 

look to engage early and have Indigenous communities be aware of the studies being conducted and be 

involved where possible. Archaeology for example is one area where we have close partnerships with 

Indigenous communities.  

We will be following a streamlined EA process under the Environmental Assessment Act, so it is not the 

same as the larger Individual EAs that involve the selection of valued components. With the streamlined 

processes there are checklists of features and topics that need to be screened for potential effects, so 

the process is more prescribed. However, the effects assessment in context of the screening criteria 

would depend on the project as well as the results of the engagement work. 

Capital Power has reached out to Indigenous communities regarding the project and the intent is to 

schedule a meeting with Three Fires Confederacy in mid-January of 2023 for further project discussion.  

 

Question: Is there any kind of indigenous participation or economic participation planned for this 

project? 

Answer: It is still early in the project. With respect to any commercial discussions, these should be 

discussed outside of this meeting. Capital Power looks to engage with Indigenous communities in early 

January 2023. 

 

Question: If Capital Power’s bids into the IESO’s expedited process are not successful, will bids be 

resubmitted for the long-term process (LT1) applications? Are there any other projects that are being 

considered for the LT1 application process? 

Answer: Yes, subject to the results of the deliverability tests after the expedited projects are underway, 

Capital Power anticipates a submission under the long-term application process. Capital Power does not 

currently have any green field sites in hand for the LT1, but it is something the company is pursuing. 



 
General Comment: The City of Windsor official noted the council report is to go out in January and there 

will be another opportunity for discussion. 

 

Session 2 

The session began at 7:00pm. It was attended by another City of Windsor official and the representative 

of the Three Fires Confederacy. As the City official was familiar with both projects, and the Three Fires 

Confederacy representative had just heard the presentation, the decision was made to provide a 

modified version of the presentation, covering the site plan layout, an overview of hydrogen capabilities 

for potential future use, and anticipated regulatory process. Questions then followed. 

Question and Answers  

Question: Can the City of Windsor get a copy of this presentation to go with the council report being 

prepared? 

Answer: This presentation contains both the BESS and gas turbine proposals, and Capital Power does 

have a separate presentation to council planned for just the gas turbine. The presentation materials for 

the council meeting will be provided to the City in advance.  

 

Question: What are the hydrogen capabilities of the project?  

Answer: The proposed gas-fired units would be the newest version of same turbine currently installed at 

EWC. As the technology continues to evolve, incorporation of hydrogen is continuously improved. We 

anticipate having the ability to use a hydrogen mix of approximately 30% with the equipment we’d be 

installing. The main companies that build these units (GE, Mitsubishi, Siemens) are working on getting to 

a point where 100% hydrogen can be used. The other piece is having the hydrogen physically available 

at the site. 

Capital Power has a commitment to reduce our carbon emissions. As new infrastructure is available, we 

intend to implement the technology as part of our decarbonization strategy. 

Comment: Enbridge’s pathway to decarbonization for renewable natural gas will also help to lower the 

overall carbon footprint.  

 

General Comment: The City official noted that a pre-submission meeting with the planning department 

would be warranted to determine what type of site plan control application is required if Capital Power 

is selected by the IESO.  

General informal discussion related to hydrogen occurred while waiting to see if any new participants 

were going to join the session. 

The meeting closed at 7:30pm. 


