
December 2020 STRATHMORE SOLAR PROJECT UPDATE

Hello
My name is Kevin Moon and I’m a Business Development 
Manager with Capital Power. Capital Power is the new 
owner of the Strathmore Solar Project (the Project), 
having acquired it from Solar Krafte Utilities Inc. earlier 
this year.

Capital Power is a North American power producer 
headquartered in Edmonton, Alberta. We are one of 
Alberta’s largest power producers and own nearly 2,600 
megawatts (MW) of power generation capacity at nine 
facilities across the province. We are excited to bring 
the Strathmore Solar Project online and look forward to 
being part of your community.

On November 27, 2020, the Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) approved the 40.5 MW Project (Decision 25346-
D01-2020 - Strathmore Solar Project), which will be 
located on approximately 320 acres of industrial use 
Town land immediately adjacent to AltaLink’s Strathmore 
Substation.The legal description of the proposed Project 
site is S ½-12-24-25, W4M and 9110086; 
1 (ATS Reference NW-12-24-25, W4M).

We are currently completing detailed engineering 
designs and procuring equipment and construction 
services for the Project. Full construction is set to begin 
in April 2021, and we anticipate starting commercial 
operations in January 2022. 

We will be filing a Letter of Enquiry (LOE) with the AUC 
early in the new year to amend the equipment to be 
used by the Project as well as make minor changes 
to the Project site plan. Details on those changes are 
provided below. 

Thank you for your strong community support for the 
Project. Capital Power strives to be respectful of the 
values, interests and priorities of the community, and 
we’ll work to keep you informed and up to date on the 
status of the Project.

I welcome you to reach out to us 
anytime at 1-855-703-5005 
or canadadevelopment@capitalpower.com.

Wishing you a safe and healthy holiday season    
and only the best in the new year, 

Kevin Moon
Manager, Business Development
Capital Power

Strathmore Solar Project Update 

Construction of Strathmore Solar is expected to 
begin in April 2021 with commercial operations 
expected in January 2022.
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Capital Power – 
Responsible energy 
for tomorrow
At Capital Power, we create 
dependable, cost-effective and 
innovative electricity solutions 
to power a sustainable future for 
generations to come.

Our goal is to be net carbon neutral before 2050. In 
support of that, we are repowering our Genesee facility, 
located west of Edmonton, to utilize 100% natural gas 
and move off-coal in 2023 (more than six years ahead of 
government mandates), are investing in carbon capture, 
utilization, and storage technology, and are growing our 
renewable energy portfolio.  

In addition to the Strathmore Solar Project, we have six 
other renewable projects totaling 386 MW in advanced 
development or under construction across North 
America. This includes the 151 MW expansion of our 
Whitla Wind facility in southeast Alberta which will make 
it Alberta’s largest wind facility once all three phases 
are complete in late 2021, three new contracted solar 
projects totaling 160 MW in North Carolina, and our 
75 MW Enchant Solar Project near Taber, Alberta.  

Learn more www.capitalpower.com

Invests in
Renewables and natural 
gas, generation efficiency 
and innovative, low-carbon 
technology.

Capital Power by the Numbers

Employees

780*

Facilities in 
Operations

28*
Owned Megawatt Total

~6,500*
*as of December 2020
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Project Timelines
Detailed planning is underway, and we are in the 
process of selecting an Engineering, Procurement 
and Construction (EPC) contractor for the Project. The 
anticipated construction schedule is shown below. 

Activity Schedule

Submit Letter of Enquiry January 2021
(LOE) to AUC 

Complete detailed Q1 2021
engineering design 

Construction mobilization  April 2021

Piling/Post installation May – August 2021

Racking installation  June – August 2021

Cabling/collection May – September 2021
system installation 

Solar module installation  June – August 2021

Inverter installation June – August 2021

Commissioning November 2021

Expected commercial operations January 2022 
(In-service) 

Updating the PV panel technology and quantity
We are proposing to use LONGi LR4-72HBD 445-Watt 
and 450-Watt PV panels and to reduce the number of 
modules installed to approximately 110,000. These new 
modules use bifacial technology, which absorbs light 
from the top and bottom of the panel increasing efficiency 
by up to 25%. They also use a standard anti-reflective 
coating. The original design proposed 127,602 mono-
facial Canadian Solar CS3U-380P 380-watt panels.

Changing the number of inverters and medium 
voltage transformer stations
We are proposing to use 12 or 13 3.6 MVA Sungrow 
inverters and transformers (depending on final 
technology selected). This will allow us to reduce the 
number of inverters and optimize the layout. The original 
design proposed 16 2.75 MVA inverters, seven 5.5 MVA 
transformers, and two 2.75 MWA transformers. 

Scaling back the project site boundary and fence 
line where possible
We are reconfiguring the site plan to reduce the overall 
project footprint and the total length of fence line, with the 
reduction focused on the south east corner of the project 
site. The site configuration will be finalized through the 
detailed engineering design occurring in early 2021. 

Capital Power will be updating the noise impact 
assessment and solar glare hazard analysis in early 
2021 to reflect these minor design changes and to 
ensure the Project’s noise levels meet regulatory 
requirements and there’s no hazard from glare.

Strathmore Solar Project 
Letter of Enquiry (LOE) 
for Minor Project Changes 
Solar technology, including photovoltaic (PV) panels 
and inverters, is rapidly advancing and delivering 
significant improvements in efficiency. In response 
to these technological advancements, Capital Power 
will be submitting a Letter of Enquiry (LOE) to the 
AUC in early 2021 to update the equipment to 
best-in-class technology that will allow for the most 
efficient Project design.  

These updates include:



www.capitalpower.com

Contact Information

canadadevelopment@capitalpower.com
1-855-703-5005

Mailing Address
Strathmore Solar Project
C/O Stakeholder Engagement 
10th Floor, EPCOR Tower 
1200 – 10423 101 St. N.W.
Edmonton, AB  T5H 0E9

Privacy Policy
Capital Power respects your right to privacy. Any personal information 
Capital Power collects about you, including your name, address, phone 
number and email address, will only be used to contact you for the 
purposes of the consultation process. For further information, please see 
Capital Power’s Privacy Policy at www.capitalpower.com.

Consultation and Engagement

At Capital Power, we value and consider local community 
interests and priorities. We engage government, employees, 
local communities, investors, shareholders, and Indigenous 
communities. Our goal for every project, every facility and every 
initiative, internal and external, is to build, operate, and align 
with the interests and priorities of those closest to, and most 
impacted by, our operations.

We work to build and operate power 
generation facilities that align with the 
interests and priorities of the community. 
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Step 5: Consultation and negotiation  
(if applicable)*
The Commission supports ongoing efforts to reach an agreeable 
outcome for the applicant and all affected parties. The Commission 
encourages the applicant and those who have filed a statement to 
continue to attempt to resolve any outstanding issues. If all concerns 
can be satisfactorily resolved this may eliminate the need for a 
formal hearing. However, if there continues to be unresolved issues, 
those matters will typically be addressed at an AUC hearing.

Step 6: The public hearing process*
The AUC will issue a notice of hearing if there continues to be 
legitimate unresolved concerns with the application. The notice of 
hearing will provide a hearing date and location in addition to a 
process schedule. The AUC conducts public hearings in its Edmonton 
and Calgary hearing rooms and, where suitable venues exist, in 
communities closer to the proposed project area. 

The public hearing process allows persons with standing that have 
unresolved concerns about the application, to express their views 
directly to a panel of Commission members.

An AUC hearing is a formal, evidence-based, court-like proceeding. 
The public can attend the hearing in person or listen to hearings 
online through the AUC’s website.

Participants in a hearing can either represent themselves or be 
represented by a lawyer. In addition, participants may hire experts 
to assist in preparing and presenting evidence to support their 
position.

Cost assistance
A person determined by the Commission to be a local intervener 
can apply for reimbursement of reasonable costs. Those who 
hire a lawyer or technical experts must be aware that while 
reimbursement for the costs of legal and technical assistance is 
available under AUC Rule 009: Local Intervener Funding, recovery 
of costs is subject to the Commission assessing the value of the 

Contact us

contribution provided by the lawyer and technical experts. People 
with similar interests and positions are expected to work together 
to ensure that expenditures for legal or technical assistance are 
minimized and costs are not duplicated.
 

Step 7: The decision
The AUC’s goal is to issue its written application decision no more 
than 90 days after the hearing is complete. The Commission can 
approve, or deny an application and can also make its approval 
conditional upon terms or conditions. All AUC decision reports are 
available to any member of the public on the AUC’s website or by 
obtaining a printed copy from the AUC.

Step 8: Opportunity to appeal
An applicant or dissatisfied participant may formally ask the Court of 
Appeal of Alberta for permission to appeal a Commission decision. 
An application for permission to appeal must be filed  within 30 days 
from the date the decision is issued.

An applicant or dissatisfied participant can also ask the Commission 
to review its decision. An application to review a Commission 
decision must be filed within 60 days from the date the decision is 
issued and satisfy the limited grounds described in AUC Rule 016: 
Review and Variance of Commission Decisions.

Step 9: Construction, operation and compliance
An applicant that receives approval to build and operate a facility 
from the Commission must adhere to any conditions that were set 
out in that approval. If concerns about compliance with approval 
conditions and post-construction operations cannot be resolved 
with the applicant, they can be brought to the AUC’s attention for 
consideration. The AUC has significant compliance and enforcement 
powers for all approved applications. Additional information is 
available on the AUC website under “Compliance and enforcement.”

Participating 
in the AUC’s 

independent 
review processThe Alberta Utilities Commission is committed 

to ensuring that Albertans whose rights 
may be directly and adversely affected by a 
utility development project are informed of 
the application and have the opportunity to 
have their concerns heard, understood and 

considered.

The Alberta Utilities Commission is an 
independent, quasi-judicial agency of the 
Government of Alberta that ensures the 
delivery of Alberta’s utility services take 

place in a manner that is fair, responsible 
and in the public interest. 

Phone: 310-4AUC (310-4282 in Alberta)
1-833-511-4AUC (1-833-511-4282 outside Alberta)

Email: info@auc.ab.ca

*Opportunity for public involvement

Eau Claire Tower
1400, 600 Third Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 0G5

106 Street Building
10th Floor, 10055 106 Street
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2Y2



The AUC’s regulatory role in needs and facility applications and its independent review and hearing process:Application review process

Step 1: Public consultation prior to  
    application by proponent

Step 2: Application filed with 
                the AUC

Step 3: Public notice issued by 
                the AUC

Step 4: Public submissions to 
                the AUC

Step 5: Consultation and                  
                negotiation

Step 6: The public hearing process

Step 7: The decision

Step 8: Opportunity to appeal

Step 9: Construction, operation and   
                compliance

Step 1: Public consultation prior to application*
Prior to filing an application with the AUC for the approval of a 
proposed utility development, the applicant must engage in a public 
consultation program in the area of the proposed project, so that 
concerns may be raised, addressed and, if possible, resolved. 

The application guidelines and requirements for facility applications 
can be found in AUC Rule 007: Applications for Power Plants, 
Substations, Transmission Lines, Industrial System Designations and 
Hydro Developments, and AUC Rule 020: Rules Respecting Gas Utility 
Pipelines.

Potentially affected parties are strongly encouraged to participate 
in the initial public consultation, as early involvement in discussions 
with an applicant may lead to greater influence on project planning 
and what is submitted to the AUC for approval. 

The Alberta Electric System Operator, as the system planner, will 
notify potentially affected stakeholders of applications on the need 
for transmission development.

Step 2: Application filed with the AUC
When the participant involvement requirements have been 
completed, the applicant files its application with the AUC through a 
public filing system, called the eFiling System, on the AUC website. 

The application is then reviewed to ensure the information required 
by the Commission is included. If the required information is not 
provided, the AUC may close the application or request more 

information from the applicant. In the application, any issues 
that were raised during the public consultation and any related 
amendments to the proposal should be identified. All unresolved 
objections or concerns identified during the public consultation 
must be described in the application.

Step 3: Public notice
The AUC generally issues a notice by mail directly to those who live, 
operate a business or occupy land in the project area who may be 
affected by the Commission’s decision on the proposed project. The 
notice for larger facility projects with potentially greater impacts 
may also be published in local newspapers. 

The notice will specify a submission deadline. The information 
required by this deadline is general in nature as outlined in  
Step 4. Additional opportunities to provide evidence and additional 
information will arise after this deadline.

Step 4: Public submissions to the AUC*
The AUC review process is referred to as a proceeding. Anyone with 
unresolved objections or concerns about the application can file a 
brief written statement with the AUC on the proceeding. The easiest 
way to file a statement is to fill out the form through the eFiling 
System found on the AUC website. The statement must include your 
contact information, where you reside or own property in relation 
to the proposed facility, your concern or interest in the application, 
an explanation of your position and what you feel the AUC should 
decide. 

The AUC uses the information it gathers through the forms to decide 
whether to hold a hearing on the application(s). The Commission 
must hold a hearing if a person can demonstrate that he or she has 
rights that may be directly or adversely affected by the Commission’s 
decision on the application. Such a person is said to have standing 
before the Commission. If the AUC decides to hold a hearing, the 
AUC will provide further opportunities for participants with standing 
to understand the application and present their position on the 
application either in writing or in person.   

Subject to some limited exceptions, all information and materials 
provided as part of an AUC proceeding will become part of the public 
record and will be available through the eFiling System. The AUC’s 
treatment of some types of information as confidential is rare and 
only available under limited circumstances to ensure that the AUC’s 
process is open and transparent.

AUC eFiling System
The eFiling System is the tool that the AUC uses to manage 
applications and submissions in its proceeding-based review. The 
eFiling System gives access to all public documents associated 
with an application and is how to provide your input to the AUC 
and monitor the related proceeding filings. Those who do not have 
access to the internet can send submissions, evidence and other 
material by mail and the AUC will upload the submission on their 
behalf.

www.auc.ab.ca *Opportunity for public involvement

The AUC uses an established process, outlined 
in this brochure, to review social, economic 
and environmental impacts of facility projects 
to decide if approval is in the public interest. 
Approvals from the AUC are required for 
the construction, operation, alteration and 
decommissioning of transmission lines and 
electric substations. 

Approvals are required for: 
• The need for transmission upgrades.
• The route and location of transmission 

facilities. 
• The siting of power plants, including 

renewables such as wind and solar more  
than five megawatts.

Sometimes a needs application is considered 
together with a facility application in a single 
hearing; sometimes separate hearings may be 
held to consider each application. 


